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Pendleside Hospice Boost
Blessed Trinity students 
certainly kept their seats 
warm as they raised over 
£1,000 for Pendleside 
Hospice.

Earlier this year, the 48 Duke 
of Edinburgh bronze students 
each sat on 5,000 seats - 
every seat - in the upper 
James Hargreaves stand at 
Burnley Football Club.
They chose Pendleside as 
their charity as popular long 
serving teacher Mick Ennis 
died there in December 2014 
as well as having family and 
friends who have needed the 

hospice and this month they 
presented the final cheque 
to hospice fundraiser Sammi 
Graham. “We were delighted 
to raise £1,057 for Pendleside 
Hospice,” said teacher Ms 
Place.
“The students found it harder 
than they thought but all did 
it and, after setting a target of 
£500, we were impressed to 
double it.
“We want to thank Burnley 
FC for their support and use 
of their facilities and Peter 
Baron from Accy Clarets who 
made a kind donation which 
boosted our total.”

Two students have received a county 
rugby call-up.
Olivia, 14, went for trials at Preston 
Grasshoppers and got snapped up for 
the Lancashire Under 15 girls team.
“I was really happy as I didn’t expect it,” 
said Olivia, who plays flanker for Burnley 
RUFC.
“There is a squad of 40 and we have 
played three games so far for Lancashire. 
It’s really competitive.”
Hollie, 15, had to take a step up to the 
next age group - the Under 18s.
“It was my first trial at the older age 
group and I didn’t think I would get in 
as I am the youngest in the Under 18s. I 
am really proud,” said Hollie who is prop 
for Burnley RUFC.



Blessed go back in time
Blessed Trinity went back in 
time to World War One for 
our Arts and Culture Week.

To fit in with Remembrance Week, 
the school had a week of themed 
lessons and activities for Key Stage 
3 pupils who enjoyed lessons on 
World War One.
They had an interactive ‘Meet 
Vera’ session in drama, with Vera 
nurse from World War One 
talking about her life, as well as a 
performance of ‘Our Tommy’ from 
Thomas Whitham Sixth Form 
students, about Burnley’s Victoria 
Cross recipient Thomas Whitham.
The pupils made silhouettes of 

the the London skyline between 
1914-18 in art, conjured up trench 
cakes in catering and they also had 
a visit from Portals to the Past who 
displayed artefacts from the period. 
“We brought shells, equipment 
and uniforms for students to look 
at,” said Portals to the Past’s Carl 
Mitchley. 
Curriculum Leader for 
Performance Arts Ms Wright said: 
“It’s been an interesting week and I 
think the students have learnt a lot 
from it. We also have an exhibition 
from the  Muslim Heritage Centre 
which documents the role of the 
Indian army during World War 
One.”

Blessed Trinity celebrated their ‘Class of 2017’ 
at their Senior Awards Evening.

Father Brian Kealey was the Guest of Honour and he spoke to 
the students about how they are now making choices of real 
significance and to feel confident that they can overcome any 
challenges along the way thanks to their education at Blessed Trinity. 
Among the special awards on the night were to last school 
year’s Deputy Head Boy Harry McManus who collected the 
Contribution to College Life award, sponsored by the Knights of 
St Columba.
Bethany Swaine was awarded the Progress Award for exceeding 
expectations in her GCSE results while England Under 17 
women’s football captain Naomi Hartley earned the Specialist 

College Sports Award.
Hannah Rehman was awarded the Contribution to the Community 
prize while the Bishop Casartelli Award for Contribution to 
College Life went to Connor McKnight who, along with Lewis Holt, 
celebrated 100 per cent attendance from Years Seven to 11.
The Endeavour Award, for perseverence through difficult times, was 
collected by Chloe Presser,  Caitlin Manley won the Humanities 
Award while the Sporting Commitment Award, in memory 
of former teacher Mick Ennis, went to star rugby player Anya 
Richmond.
Awards on the night were also presented to Jessedrie Tuzara, who 
finished runner-up in the National Key Stage Four Animation Award, 
and a Recognition of Heroism Award went to Max Ingham, after he 
saved his grandfather’s life by giving CPR.
Paige Kerry, who celebrated a double 9 - a Grade 9 in English 
Language and English Literature - won the English Language and 
Sociology subject awards.

Class of 2017 



News in brief
Advent
Already in the season of Advent, all year 
groups have celebrated their Advent Mass, 
either in school or at St. Mary’s Parish 
church. 

Christmas Parcels
Once again we are seeking your support in 
donating goods to make up Christmas food 
parcels for the needy and vulnerable in the 
community.   This year these will be 
distributed through the food bank.  Our 
pupils will be calling on some elderly people, 
who would welcome a visit at Christmas, 
with a card and chocolates.

School Meals
From 9th January 2018, the cost of a Main 
Meal (main course, drink, snack or desert) 
will increase to £2.20.  The allowance for 
Free School Meals will also increase to £2.20 
to ensure that all pupils can benefit from this 
provision.
In addition, we are also introducing a 
maximum daily spend cap of £4.00 per 
pupil.  Should parents wish to increase this 
daily cap for their child, they can do so in 
writing to Mrs Pickles. Can I also take this 
opportunity to remind parents that pupils 
catering balances can be topped up using 
the online payment system, TUCASI.  This 
system also allows parents with details of 
food purchased by their child.  A link to this 
system is available on the school website.

Holidays
Also available on the school website is the 
holiday pattern for the 2018-2019 
academic year which has now been 
approved by Governors.  Paper copies are 
available from the pupil reception if 
required.

Tiggi is on the road to achieving her goal after being snapped up 
by Blackburn Rovers RTC.
Tiggi, 13, played for Burnley girls before trialling at Blackburn and signed for their 
under 14s.
“I play any attacking position but usually No 10 just behind the striker.
“I train every night and also play for Lancashire.
“My favourite team is Manchester City, I love the way they play and one day 
would love to make it into the ladies team at City.
“In the meantime I am loving it at Blackburn and learning a lot as it is a very high 
standard.
“My ultimate dream is to play for England.”

Tiggi’s goal

End of Term
The last day of term, Friday 22 December 2017, 
is a non-uniform day and pupils can donate £1 
for this privilege.  All monies raised will go to 
CAFOD.  School will close at 12.30 pm and 
buses have been arranged for this early finish.  
School will re-open for all pupils on Tuesday 9 
January 2018 at 8.45 am.

Bolton call for Jack
Burnley fan Jack has signed for Bolton Wanderers. The 14-year-old 
was spotted playing his first game for Lancashire FA Boys.
“I was playing in the Saturday League for AFC Darwen and the Sunday 
League for Brierfield Celtic,” said the defender.
“After one Sunday League game, I got asked to go to trials for Lancashire 
FA Boys after teacher Mr Kelly at Blessed Trinity had put me forward. “My 
first game was against Bolton in a friendly and they offered me a contract.
“I played a couple more games and got offered something at Manchester 
United and Fleetwood but I chose Bolton as they came to me first.
“I am a Burnley season ticket holder so there were a couple of jokes 
when I got my Bolton kit for my 14th birthday!” While he is now focusing 
on Bolton, his favourite player is a Claret. “I like James Tarkowski. He is tall, 
strong and I like the way he plays. He likes to get blocks and clearances in 
and is organised and defensive-minded. He is someone I admire.”
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A message from 
Mr Thompson

Cup Success
Our Year 10 footballers are 
looking to emulate the success 
of 2013. 
Four years ago Blessed Trinity won 
the ESFA National Cup at Derby 
County FC - the first time a school 
from Burnley had won the English 
Schools title.
The current crop of Year 10s have 
reached the last eight of the elite 
competition, for schools with three 
or more Academy players, and 
are looking to go all the way again. 
Their side features five players who 
are attached to league clubs - goalkeeper Matthew Whitworth is at Fleetwood Town, while Luke Stowe, Jak McKinlay, Jack 
Doherty and Tom Claxton are all at Accrington Stanley’s Academy.
 They have so far overcome St Patrick’s in Salford with an 8-0 win, they saw off Archbishop Beck in Liverpool with a 7-0 
victory while in the third round, they defeated Penistone Grammar School. Alfie Percival leads the way with five goals in the 
competition while Tom Claxton has four.

Welcome to the Christmas edition of our newsletter.
We have been extremely busy this half-term. Head 
Girl, Alice, and Head Boy, Jack, did an exceptional job in 
representing the school at the town’s Remembrance Day 
ceremony in November, when they laid a wreath on behalf 
of the Blessed community.
Our first ever Arts and Culture Week was a tremendous 
success and it was a delight to welcome back and 
congratulate our Class of 2017 at their Awards Evening!
The Advent season has been wonderfully received by the 
pupils, with us celebrating year group masses, as well as 
collecting plenty of gifts for those in the local community 
who may be alone or less fortunate than others this 
festive season, as we bring to mind the true meaning that 
is the Miracle of Christmas.

Advent events will continue right up to the end of term, 
with our Senior Citizen Christmas Party  and school 
carol concert, as well as traditional end of year 
assemblies. May I wish you all a very peaceful Christmas 
and a healthy and Happy New Year. Many thanks for your 
continued support of all that we do at our wonderful 
school.
Mr P Thompson Acting Headteacher
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